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which are keenly felt by it, and for whose redress it has patient-
ly waited for an unduly long time. It is because we firmly believe
that to delay in granting the demands of the Indian community
endangers the reputation of the Europeans of South Africa as
members of a civilized race worthy of self-government, that we
have so fully identified ourselves with their cause, and we ask
the Government during this season, which for it means, or ought
to mean, peace for all living in South Africa, to give the community
an earnest of its desire to redress its legitimate grievances by
accepting this prayer.

We have the honour to be,

Sir,
Tour obedient servants^

M. K. GANDHI
H. S. L, POLAK
[PS.]                                                                    H. KALLENBACH

May we request an early reply, as our dispositions are to
be made by New Year's Day, in the event of an unfavour-
able reply.1

Indian Opinion, 24-12-1913

202. SPEECH AT MABIT^BURG MEETING2

MARTTZBURG,
[December 22, 1913]

Mr. Gandhi rather rebuked the decorators, urging that the present was
rather a time for mourning for the blood of their fellow-countrymen which had
been spilt, rather than for receptions and rejoicings. He thanked them, however,
for their kindness. He urged the men to show their sympathy by discarding

1 In his letter of December 24, the Minister of the Interior rejected Gan-
dhiji's terms. The Governor-General's despatches of December 22 and 23 to the
Colonial Office furnish the Union Government's reactions to GandhijPs de-
mands. Vide Appendix XV.

2 On the release of Kasturba Gandhi, Mrs. Chhaganlal Gandhi, Mrs. Mani-
la! Doctor, Mrs. Maganlal Gandhi and Solomon Royeppen from Maritzburg
Gaol, a procession was taken out which terminated in a reception meeting.
Gandhiji addressed the audience on behalf of the released passive resisters. For a
report of his speech in Gujarati, vide the following item.